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Eighteen-year-old Ayesha was about to finish high school, and her future  was 
looking bright. Hardworking and always at the top of her class, she was her parents’ 
pride and joy. They had always encouraged her studies, hoping she’d have more 
opportunities than they had growing up. She planned to spend the summer studying 
for college entrance exams. But one evening, over dinner, her father surprised her 
with a different idea. 

“This year, we’re going to spend the summer in the village,” her father said with a 
smile. Ayesha was a bit taken aback. She had visited her parents’ village  only a 
couple of times as a child and didn’t remember much about it. She agreed, though 

figuring it might be nice to take a break from the busy city. Maybe she’d even get 
some quiet time to study. 



The drive to the village was long and bumpy, and by the time they arrived, the sun 
was already setting . Ayesha noticed how open and peaceful everything looked. 
Unlike the city’s noise and tall buildings, here there were wide fields stretching in 
every direction, with people working under the evening sky. There was a simple 
beauty to village life, and the next morning, Ayesha woke up feeling eager to 
explore. 

As days went by, however, she noticed something troubling. Most of the children in 
the village were either working in the fields or helping at home. She didn’t see many 
kids her age going to school. Curious, Ayesha asked her father about it one evening. 

“Baba, why aren’t these kids in school?” she asked, her voice full of concern. Her 
father sighed and explained, “there’s only a small primary school here, and  it only 
goes up in the eighth grade. After that, there’s nowhere for them to study unless they 
go to the city. Most families can’t afford that, so the kids have to work on the farms.” 

Ayesha was shocked. School had always been such a big part of her life.  It was the 
path she was following to reach her dreams. Here, kids her own age, were working 
from dawn to dusk, with no chance of studying past middle school. 

The next day, Ayesha decided to visit the village school. When she got there, she 
saw a small, wo rn-out building. Inside, there were only a few benches, hardly any 
books, and just two teachers managing children of all ages in cramped rooms. Most 
of the students were young because kids over twelve usually left to help their 
families. 

Ayesha felt a mix of frustration and sadness. The school was the only chance for 
kids in the area to learn, yet it had so little to offer. She started talking to some 
families, asking if they wanted their kids to keep studying. Many said they did but 
explained that they needed their children’s help to make a living. 

“School is good, but how will we eat if our kids don’t help us?” One mother told 
her, looking tired and worried. 

That night, Ayesha couldn’t stop thinking about it. She thought about how different 
her life would be if she hadn’t been able to study, to learn, and to dream. The more 
she thought about it, the more she wanted to help. 

When she returned to the city, Ayesha started looking into government programs 
that supported rural education. She found there were grants available to help set up 
schools in places like her parents’ village. She spent weeks researching, filling out 
applications, and meeting with officials. With her parents’ support, she applied for 
several programs, determined to bring better educational opportunities to the village. 
After her final exams, she put all her energy into this project. She faced many 
challenges—long waits for approval, stacks of paperwork, and multiple trips to 
government offices. But she kept going, thinking of the children she’d met and how 
much the village needed a proper school. 



When construction began, the whole village pitched in to help. Men, women, and 
even children came to clear land, lay  bricks and set up playground equipment. 
Ayesha was touched by their enthusiasm, and she felt even more motivated to make 
this school a success. 

Once the school was ready, Ayesha gathered all the parents together. She explained 
why education was important, and how it would help their children have better jobs 
in the future. “If they study now, they will have more opportunities and a better life,” 
she said. “It might be hard now, but it will be worth it for their future.” 

Slowly, the parents began to understand. They saw the value in giving their children 
a chance for a different life, one that didn’t only involve hard labor in the fields. 
More parents started enrolling their kids, and by the time  school officially opened, 
Ayesha was thrilled to see a courtya rd filled with excited students. The school 
quickly became the heart of the village. Teachers from nearby towns were hired, and 
kids who have only known school up to eighth grade were now learning history, 
science, and math, dreaming of future they hadn’t imagined before. 

Ayesha’s school was more than just a building. It became a place of hope and 
possibility, a reminder that one person can make a real difference. Ayesha’s 
compassion and determination helped create new dreams for the village children. 
Not e veryone can build a school, but small actions can still change lives —
encouraging families to send their kids to school, helping someone with their studies, 
or just sharing the value of education can go a long way. Education is more than just 
knowledge. It is a path to better lives and a brighter future. 

Finally, her efforts paid off. Ayesha received funding to build a new school in the 
village. The project included classrooms, a playground and even a small kitchen to 
provide lunch for the students.  The school would go up in the tenth grade, free of 
cost so families could send their send their kids without worrying about fees or food.  

Name: Arnav Jindal

Author

 

 

Powered by: 
17Stories ProjectNigeria Volunteers Network

Sustainability is about making choices 
that protect the environment and preserve 
resources for the future. It's important 
because it ensures cleaner air, healthier 
ecosystems, and a better
quality of life for generations to come.
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